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heritance  of nature;  rather, as in this mythical " Arnheira," he indulged most purely his delight in the contemplation of loveliness for its own sake; and as he imagined the charming cottage of Lander just at the time when his letters exhibit him in his lowest spirits, ifc would seem that his country rambles  still gave him au outlook on the things of beauty, of light and calm and joy.    No life can continue in darkness and turmoil such as these past months would have been, had they been filled only with the incidents and passions of the written story. Of tlie bursts of sunshine and pauses of calm that checkered this portion of Poe's days, of the afternoons and frequent nights of summer whose beauty he drank in with senses dulled only by the lotus-flower, these landscape studies are'the open secret. "While Poe was thus engaged a second female foe had arisen in the home of his Lowell friends in the person of a woman who had helped to relieve his necessities in 1847.    She busied herself so successfully with disseminating the current slanders respecting him as to disturb the minds of the family, and to alienate, at least partially, the goodwill of the head of the house.    Poe, on being informed of thia new misfortune, accounted for the gossip's hostility by saying that he had left her abruptly in consequence of her disparagement of tl Annie," and added that he thought it hard that laucb'a quarrel should prejudice him in the lat* tor's mind.   He was so far moved by the attitude life!
